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Students call 
for in-person 
commencement 


An official decision for 
the spring graduation 
has not yet been made. 


JIYO CAYABYAB 
Asst. Editor 


As the 2021 spring semes- 
ter approaches, soon-to-be 
Cal State Fullerton graduates 
are anxiously waiting to see 
what their commencement 
ceremony will look like. 


SEE DEGREE | 2 


Cal State Fullerton is considering options for a possible in-person 


graduation ceremony. (Daily Titan) 


CSUF transitioned to virtual instruction in March. (Eliza Green/ Daily Titan) 


Students might resume 
in-person classes in the 
fall 2021 semester. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 
JIYO CAYABYAB 
Asst. Editor 


The California State 
University system  an- 
nounced on Wednesday 
that it is anticipating a re- 
turn to primarily in-person 
instruction for the 2021 
fall semester. 

As the developments in 
vaccines for COVID-19 
gain notable traction, the 


CSU is anticipating a re- 
turn to normalcy. Dr. An- 
thony Fauci, the nation’s 
top disease expert, said 
he expects a vaccine to 
be widely available to the 
public sometime between 
April and June. 
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NEWS 


Cal State Fullerton is exploring options for the 
implementation of the ethnic studies requirement. 


SEEPAGE 3 


SPORTS 


Titan Athletics has released a 45-page plan for college 
sports to safely return to campus. 


SEEPAGE 4 


SPECIAL EDITION INSIDE: 
Holiday Tabloid 
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Chris Vo 
hearing 
delayed 


The former employee's 
attorney was granted a 
two month extension. 


LETICIA PEREZ 
Asst. Editor 


The preliminary hearing 
for Chris Chuyen Vo, a former 
Cal State Fullerton employee 
charged with the fatal stabbing 
of Steven Shek Keung Chan, 
has been rescheduled to Mar. 
19, 2021. Though Vo was not 
present at the Santa Ana Cen- 
tral Justice Center, his attor- 
ney — T. Edward Welbourn 
— from the Corrigan Welbourn 
and Stokke law firm requested 
the extension. Vo was original- 
ly scheduled for a preliminary 
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Men's 
hoops 
return 


CSUF defeated San 
Diego Christian, 94-70, at 
Titan Gym on Sunday. 


HUGO RIOS 
Editor 


After their first five games 
scheduled were either canceled 
or postponed due to issues re- 
garding COVID-19, Cal State 
Fullerton men’s basketball fi- 
nally took to the court on Sun- 
day against NAIA member San 
Diego Christian, resulting in a 
94-70 victory for the Titans. 

CSUF started hot in its 
season opener with a 14-0 
run in the first five minutes, 
led by good ball movement 
and hitting open shots. 
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Positive COVID-19 cases among CSUF students, 
employees and contractors/vendors: 


COVID-19 cases on- 
campus as of Dec. 13 


COVID-19 cases off- 


campus as of Dec. 13 


*According to CSUF’s campus case count website. 


Local activists push for 


community discussion 


Upset Homegirls is 
comprised of current and 
former CSUF students. 


NOAH BIESIADA 
Asst. Editor 


Upset Homegirls, one of 
many social justice groups 
that started this year, is 
headed into 2021 with clear 
eyes for the future as the 
group continues to grow and 
speak its truth. 

While not affiliated with 
Cal State Fullerton, many 
of the group’s members are 
CSUF students with the goal 
of expanding discussion on 
racial injustice in America, 
many of whom say they plan 
to continue the movement in 


their respective fields even 
after graduation. 

Ariel Parker, a _ senior 
dance major at CSUF and 
one of the group’s found- 
ing members, said the group 
is not interested in attain- 
ing a club permit, but that 
they hope to pick up a non- 
profit status in the near fu- 
ture and continue working 
in the community for racial 
justice. 

The group formed, when 
Parker and a group of four 
friends noticed that while 
Black Lives Matter protests 
were happening in Santa 
Ana and other parts of cen- 
tral and south Orange Coun- 
ty, there were almost no ad- 
vertised protests in Fullerton 
or other north county cities. 


“Within a week, we were 
spontaneously like, ‘Let’s 
do this,” Parker said. “Be- 
cause that’s how passionate 
we were about it, and that 
first initial protest that we 
had was a little nerve-wrack- 
ing, but at least 1,200 people 
showed up.” 

Parker also pointed out 
that while the group start- 
ed out leading protests, they 
hope to function as more of 
a community group and fo- 
rum to address racial in- 
equality. The group has held 
multiple movie nights and 
virtual community meet- 
ings, and posted information 
during the election to help 
inform followers of the sig- 
nificance of their votes. 


SEE JUSTICE | 3 


Upset Homegirls set up a Black Lives Matter protest at Fullerton city hall on July 4. (Karina Gutierrez / Daily Titan) 
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2 News 


Date 


Set for 
March 
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Vo was originally sched- 
uled for a preliminary hear- 
ing on Jan. 15, 2021. From 
Vo pleading not guilty to the 
murder charge in October 
2019 to dodging the death 
penalty, the Orange Coun- 
ty District Attorney’s office 
added a charge alleging that 
the killing was for financial 
gain and embezzlement on 
Sil, AD. 

Kimberly Edds, the dis- 
trict attorney’s public infor- 
mation officer, confirmed 
to the Daily Titan report- 
ers that Vo’s embezzlement 
charges were related to his 
work at CSUF, where he 
had a position in the finance 
department of the Student 
Services and International 
Programs. 

Chan served as the direc- 
tor of budget and finance for 
Student Services and Ex- 
tended Education before he 
retired in 2017. He returned 
as a consultant in 2019 to 
do a financial audit of Vo’s 
department and was fatal- 
ly stab¥bed in his car at the 
College Park parking lot in 
August of that year. 

The university has not 
publicly disclosed if Vo em- 
bezzled money from CSUF 
and has declined to com- 
ment, as it is an ongoing in- 
vestigation, said Chi-Chung 
Keung, CSUF’s news media 
services director. 

This was Vo’s_ ninth 
pre-trial since his arrest at 
his Huntington Beach res- 
idence in August 2019, 
where he has been held 
without bail ever since. Be- 
fore being transferred to the 
Theo Lacy Facility, a max- 
imum-security jail com- 
plex in the city of Orange, 
he was temporarily held in 
mental health housing at 
the central jailhouse. 
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CSU_ officials continue to 
evaluate COVID-19 statistics. 
As of now, nothing has been 
officially decided, but the CSU 
is in the process of preparing 
plans to move forward. 

“Tt’s critical that we provide 
as much advance notice as pos- 
sible to students and their fami- 
lies, as we have done previously 
in announcing our moves to- 
ward primarily virtual instruc- 
tion?’ said CSU Chancellor 
Timothy White. “While we are 
currently going through a very 
difficult surge in the pandemic, 
there is light at the end of the 
tunnel with the promising prog- 
ress on vaccines.” 

Scientific advancements have 
given CSU officials optimism 
for the upcoming academic 
year; although, they believe it 
is too soon to make a call for 
the 2021 summer session. The 
CSU’s steadfast action regard- 
ing the pandemic this year has 
put them in a position to plan 
accordingly, according to the 


CSU’s press release. 

“We are approaching plan- 
ning for the 2021 fall term with 
the goal of having the majority 
of our on-campus experiences 
returning,” said CSU Chancel- 
lor-select Joseph Castro. 

In the statement, the CSU 
also promoted transfer applica- 
tions for the upcoming academ- 
ic year, expecting to bring back 
normalcy to the 23 campuses 
across California. 

Cal State Fullerton President 
Fram Virjee told the Daily Ti- 
tan that CSUF was one of the 
first universities in the nation 
to announce a primarily virtual 
fall 2020 semester to help flat- 
ten the curve and allow faculty, 
staff, and students to prepare. 

“Today, despite being in the 
throes of a national surge of the 
virus, we are seeing glimmers 
of hope for the future, and we at 
Cal State Fullerton are excited 
and hopeful to return to campus 
for primarily in-person instruc- 
tion beginning with the Fall 
2021 semester,’ Virjee said. 


WEEK OF MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 


Term: Final decision will be 
based off county health guidelines 


Vincent Vigil, the associate 
vice president for Student Af- 
fairs and dean of students, said 
that CSUF will continue to fol- 
low state and county guidelines 
before proceeding with in-per- 
son instruction regardless of the 
CSU announcement. 

Ellen Treanor, the chief com- 
munications officer for CSUF, 
said in an email to the Daily 
Titan, that she is thrilled about 
the news and remains optimis- 
tic about the possible return to 
campus next fall. 

“As a member of the Reen- 
try Leadership Team, this is 
the first really great news (oth- 
er than the vaccine) we have 
had in a long time,’ she said. 
“We know the path of the virus 
is unpredictable. We are hold- 
ing our twin stars of health and 
safety and unimpeded degree 
completion. We recognize the 
trust student place in CSUF and 
will do everything we can to 
help students be successful.” 

Janica ‘Torres, Associat- 
ed Students’ chief diversity 


inclusion officer, said she is 
thrilled about the announce- 
ment, but remains cautiously 
optimistic. 

Torres said she works with 
various departments on cam- 
pus to discuss a returning pro- 
cess and anticipates a transition 
period when students return to 
campus. 

“There’s definitely going to 
be a cultural shift. A time of ad- 
justment, a time for grace. We 
haven’t actually sat down to fig- 
ure out what that’s going to look 
like,’ Torres said. “I think ev- 
eryone is excited about the news 
and not the implications and the 
work that’s going to go into it.” 

Treanor said that CSUF will 
rely on guidance from the CSU 
chancellor’s office and the Or- 
ange County Health Agen- 
cy when making an official 
decision. 

“The entire landscape of U.S. 
society will be altered by the 
vaccine. The best case is we are 
back on campus with vibrant 
student life,’ Treanor said. 


Degree: Balancing safety 
and celebration 
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In an announcement earlier 
this week, the California State 
University system shared that it 
will anticipate an in-person 2021- 
22 academic year. Ellen Treanor, 
the chief communications officer 
for CSUF, said that she remains 
optimistic about the possible re- 


turn to campus next fall. 
On Sunday, the Food and Drug 
Administration approved — the 


Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine and 
about 3 million shots are expect- 
ed to arrive Monday across the 
country. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s top disease expert, said 
he expects a vaccine to be widely 
available to the public sometime 
between April and June. 

However, on Nov. 16, Orange 
County reentered the most restric- 
tive reopening tier, and on Dec. 6 
Southern California went under 
a new stay-at-home order after a 
surge in COVID-19 cases. 

The progression and regression 
of the pandemic have brought 


confusion to graduating seniors. 
Lorrayne Zamora, a business ma- 
jor at CSUE questions why an 
in-person commencement is dif- 
ficult to host when Orange Coun- 
ty guidelines allowed businesses 
to open safely in the past. 

“Tt makes sense for them to ac- 
commodate for the people that 
are graduating because they have 
outdoor dining open and then 
they have shops open for people, 
especially in the holidays, like 
everyone is shopping,’ Zamora 
said. “Tt just makes sense for them 
to be able to keep that social dis- 
tance for the commencement.’ 

CSUF has held graduation fo- 
cus groups to take student voices 
and opinions into account when 
making decisions. Kimberly 
Cruz, a communications major at 
CSUF, attended one of the meet- 
ings and said three main options 
were discussed. 

One option would be a 
drive-thru styled commencement 
where graduates would be able 


If you know, 
you know. 


Sign up to have the highlights from 


each weekly issue sent straight to 


your inbox! 


Be in the know. 


http:/ /newsletter.dailytitan.news / 


to attend graduation alongside 
their families in cars, with only 
the graduate leaving the vehicle to 
walk the stage, Cruz said. 

Another option would be an 
in-person graduates-only ceremo- 
ny where families would be able 
to tune in to a stream to reduce 
foot-traffic on campus during the 
ceremony, Cruz said. 

The final option would be an- 
other online commencement in 
which graduates would be able 
to customize their own slides for 
a graduation presentation stream, 
Cruz said. This option is famil- 
iar to those who graduated in the 
2020-21 term. 

Cruz said when students were 
asked their preference for a com- 
mencement, most seniors wanted 
to be acknowledged for their hard 
work while also acknowledging 
pandemic safety. 

“We are in a pandemic, these 
are really, really tough times 
and I’ve lost family members 
to COVID and so I know how 


serious this is and I’ve been really, 
really safe this whole time. I don’t 
even go out,’ Cruz said. “On the 
flipside, graduation is something 
that I’ve been looking forward to 
ever since I started college. This 
is something that I've dreamt 
about.” 

Cruz said as a_ first-genera- 
tion college student and a Latina, 
a graduation ceremony is more 
than just walking across a stage 
and receiving a diploma. It’s a re- 
flection of all the hard work that 
she endured. Marco Munoz, hu- 
man services major at CSUF, be- 
lieves that commencement should 
go forward while abiding by 
mask mandates. 

“T would want to do it in person 
just because I just kind of dream- 
ing of this moment like your 
whole life and you have those 
long, long semesters. And that’s 
the only thing that keeps you go- 
ing, so I think I wouldn’t mind 
going in person, as long as we get 
our masks out,’ Munoz said. 
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News 3 


Faculty disputes implemention 
of new ethnic studies requirement 


The Academic Senate 
reviews two proposals 
to follow state law. 


AYRTON LAUW 
Editor 


Cal State Fullerton’s last 
Academic Senate meeting of 
the semester adjourned with 
mixed pleas when voting on 
a resolution that would reduce 
units in the social sciences cat- 
egory to implement the new 
ethnic studies requirement. 

The changes, which came 
from the chancellor’s office, 
would remove three units 
from general education area 
D, in order to create a three- 
unit requirement under a new 
area F, labeled as ethnic stud- 
ies. Courses would be offered 
exclusively from the depart- 
ments of African American, 
Asian American and/or Chi- 
cana and Chicano studies. 
Currently, the three units are 
used as part of the American 
Institutions requirement. 

The Academic Senate de- 
vised two options for the re- 
duction of units from social 
sciences, which came after the 
State Assembly passed a law 
earlier this year that requires 
all Cal State Universities to 
include an ethnic studies re- 
quirement for all campuses. 

One proposal would cre- 
ate a separate section for the 
requirement in general edu- 
cation. The other option is 
to leave the system as is and 
remove three units from so- 
cial sciences and not include 
it in the general education 
courses, forcing major pro- 
grams to accommodate the 
change in units. 


= a 


Cal State Fullerton’s College of Humanities and Social Sciences building. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan) 


Greg Childers, associate 
professor of physics who led 
the presentation of the pro- 
posal, said that students would 
still have to take both require- 
ments and that this would 
only be a change in the Titan 
Degree Audit for incoming 
classes. 

“What the two options re- 
ally are about are: whether 
to increase the total GE, plus 
the American Institutions re- 
quirement, by three units to a 
total of 51 or 52 (units), once 
you count the lab requirement 
in area B.3, or to keep the GE 
plus (American Institutions) 
requirement at 49 units, as it is 
now,” Childers said. 

Childers said that the first 
proposal would introduce 
a general education waiv- 
er which is “controversial,” 
among the senate, and which 
could be denied by the chan- 
cellor’s office. He said that 
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the second proposal utiliz- 
es more courses that are suf- 
ficient to fulfill multiple re- 
quirements which is currently 
unrestricted. 

After Childers explained 
the proposals, members of the 
Academic Senate were asked 
to speak about them. 

Jenny Zhang, an associate 
dean for the College of Busi- 
ness and Economics, said that 
the second proposal would 
create problems for students 
with high-unit majors and add 
more requirements for incom- 
ing transfer students. Zhang 
said she preferred the original 
proposal that would change 
the base requirements for gen- 
eral education courses. 

Pradeep Nair, a coordina- 
tor for the computer engineer- 
ing program, echoed Zhang’s 
support of the first propos- 
al and said that implement- 
ing the second proposal could 


Justice: 
Group seeks 
social reform 
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“The subject can be very de- 
pressing, and it’s very import- 
ant to remind people that though 
this is a hard thing to do, it’s a 
hard thing to talk about, it’s a 
hard thing to live life with. We 
can still get through it by uplift- 
ing others,” Parker said. 

Zion Pham, a theater student, 
said he went to his first protest 
with Upset Homegirls in Octo- 
ber and had a chance to speak at 
the event. 

“Tt was very uplifting to not 
only be able to speak with these 
like-minded people,’ Pham 
said. “But it was wonderful to be 
able to immerse myself in that 
environment.” 

Pham also reiterated the focus 
of community support, connect- 
ing with residents in North Or- 
ange County and beyond to help 
them understand the issues. 

“One big thing that is very 
important to us is engaging 
with the community, and help- 
ing them see that this is a fight 
for our lives. It doesn’t stop 
just because so many people 
are posting it on social media,” 
Pham said. “Everyday we still 
walk outside afraid. Everyday 
we don’t know if the police car 
right next to us is going to be 
containing our killer.” 


Both Parker and Pham said 
they had never organized a pro- 
test before this year, but that it 
offered a unique chance and op- 
portunity for growth. 

“Td never been to a protest 
before, I wouldn’t have been 
able to call myself an activist 
because all I was participating 
in was spreading awareness and 
signing petitions,’ Parker said. 
“It’s becoming a lot easier to 
go into protests and be able to 
speak.” 

For the future, Parker said 
they have dreams of taking Up- 
set Homegirls beyond Fullerton 
or even Orange County, with 
multiple members planning to 
move out of the county or state 
in the coming years. Pham said 
he plans to move to New York 
after graduation and wants to 
bring the program with him. 

“Upset Homegirls will be 
a nonprofit organization that 
will one day span the entire 
country,” Pham said. “The civ- 
il rights movement in the ‘60s, 
before it became the civil rights 
movement, it was just some 
people who came together and 
said we're getting treated awful- 
ly and we need to change that. 
We are part of what is starting 
the next big movement for the 
rights of Black folks.” 


force students to remove one 
of their major classes and low- 
er their competency for when 
they graduate. 

“Different courses fit with 
each other like in a puzzle,” 
Nair said. “If one of them 
goes away, then it affects oth- 
er courses. Therefore, it’s im- 
portant that it’s not just viewed 
in isolation as just removing 
three units. It’s important that 
the big picture is always kept 
in mind.” 

Robert McLain, a history 
professor, was passionate in 
his support of the second pro- 
posal. He said that the chan- 
cellor’s office was undermin- 
ing the work of the Academic 
Senate. 

“If you look at the members 
of the board of trustees who 
approve these things, maybe 
two of them have set foot in a 
classroom as tenure-track peo- 
ple,’ McLain said. “The rest 


of them come from different 
backgrounds. They’re well-in- 
tentioned, but to me, they’re 
no different than somebody 
chained to the wall in Plato’s 
cave looking at shadows, they 
really don’t know what they’re 
doing.” 

He added that while he un- 
derstands the concerns from 
departments that have stu- 
dents with high-unit majors, 
the university can find a com- 
promise to alleviate a cut in 
courses, and that knowledge 
of ethnic studies, humanities 
and American institutions 
is critical to students in any 
job. 

Kristi Kanel, professor of 
human services, also support- 
ed the second proposal, echo- 
ing Mclain’s sentiment that 
having a humanities back- 
ground makes students better 
trained to join the workforce, 
and that the university should 
focus on student job training. 
She added that either propos- 
al can be seen as unfair to 
both sides of the issue, and de- 
partments with high-unit ma- 
jors are not the only ones that 
CSUF should be concerned 
about. 

“My question is, why do 
we have to accommodate two 
departments when there are 
many, many other depart- 
ments? But it seems like we’re 
always accommodating to just 
simply two areas: engineering 
and business, who happen to 
be, probably upon graduation, 
making more money than 
any other department,” Kanel 
said. 

No votes were cast for either 
proposal and the Academic 
Senate will continue discus- 
sion in January. 
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Opener: Titans soar past the Hawks 
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The Titans kept their mo- 
mentum going offensively for 
the remainder of the first half 
as they shot 57.1% from the 
floor in the first 20 minutes, 
led by junior guard Wayne 
Arnold, who had 14 points off 
of 5-for-6 shooting. 

The Titans defense clamped 
down at the start of the game 
as well, as they only allowed 
23 points to the Hawks off 
of 30% shooting in the first 
half. CSUF also forced 11 
turnovers that resulted in 16 
points. 

The second half was a dif- 
ferent game for the Hawks, as 
senior guard Teyden Gause 
began to find his rhythm of- 
fensively, as he scored 17 of 
his 23 points in the second 
half and shot 8 for 18 from the 
field for the night. 

Although the Hawks out- 
scored the Titans, 47-42, in 
the second half, the lead was 
ultimately too much to come 
back from as the Titans began 
their long-awaited season with 
a victory. 

The Titans shot 55.2% from 
the floor and 44% from be- 
yond the arc, as well as hav- 
ing 22 assists as a team. Of 
the five starters, four finished 
the game with double-digit 
points; among those four was 


Vincent Lee dunks against Cal State Northridge on Jan. 25 at Titan Gym. (Omar Sanchez / Daily Titan) 


Arnold who had a team-high 
of 19 points. 

When asked about the 
team’s performance, Arnold 
said he was pleased with the 
effort, but understood that 
there was still improvement to 
be made. 

“I felt like we moved the 
ball pretty good. Offensive- 
ly, we made a lot of shots, ev- 
erybody got a chance to make 


shots. Defensively, I felt like 
we could’ve picked up a little 
more. I feel like giving up 70 
points to that team isn’t good, 
but we should be alright,’ Ar- 
nold said. 

CSUF’s head coach 
Dedrique Taylor echoed Ar- 
nold’s_ sentiment. Although 
he said he was happy that his 
players were finally able to 
suit up and compete against 


another team including the 
team’s eight newcomers, he 
knows that there is more 
to be done as the season 
progresses. 

“There were some good 
things in terms of getting out 
on the floor and trying to es- 
tablish who’s who,” Taylor 
said. “But obviously we got 
to get a ton, a ton, a ton bet- 
ter. ll say it again, we got to 


get a ton better. There’s a lot 
of things we got to do in terms 
of our defense and in terms of 
communicating. There’s mul- 
tiple things, but it’s the first 
game of the year, so you ex- 
pect those things.” 

CSUF will host Pacif- 
ic on Saturday at 3 p.m. 
This will be the first time 
the Titans will face a Di- 
vision I opponent. 


Athletic department outlines return to campus 


Health guidelines are in 
place to ensure player 
and personnel safety. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 
NOAH BIESIADA 
Asst. Editor 


As Cal State Fullerton Athlet- 
ics makes its return, COVID-19 
cases rise throughout the coun- 
try and questions on whether it 
is safe for college sports to be 
played continue to be asked. 

In order to get sports back to 
college campuses, schools had 
to develop safety plans, includ- 
ing CSUF. For Fullerton, the 
plan was being prepared short- 
ly after sports were canceled in 
March, and continues to grow 
on a daily basis. 

“We looked at our computers 
and had a blank slate, because 
none of us have had any experi- 
ence in this,” said Steve DiTolla, 
the senior associate athletic di- 
rector. “I’ve been in college ath- 
letics for over 35 years, and I’ve 
never seen anything like this at 
all.” 

DiTolla, along with interim 
head athletic trainer Jaime Pot- 
ter, developed a 45-page plan 


Sher 


that received guidelines from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the NCAA, the 
state of California, the Califor- 
nia State University system and 
the CSUF administration. 

This plan includes proto- 
cols on COVID-19 testing, new 
training protocols and the status 
of different sports during a pan- 
demic, as the amount of hours 
spent on campus by coach- 
es and staff would be reduced 
85.3% and athletes by 42.8% 
from fall 2019. 

While athletes are back on 
campus, each coach had to 
meet with Potter and DiTol- 
la to discuss when and where 
they would be on campus and 
what was going to be expect- 
ed of them. Before each player 
could return, they were advised 
to, “limit contact to only cur- 
rent household members and re- 
port a list of those close contacts 
from the 10 days leading up to 
return.” 

Players also have the oppor- 
tunity to opt out of playing for 
the 2020-21 academic year and 
not lose a year of eligibility. If 
opted-out, athletes would re- 
tain access to remote counsel- 
ing and financial aid services, 
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but could not return to athletic 
facilities, participate in recruit- 
ment or hold onto any team 
equipment. 

Any athletes returning from a 
high risk area or from out of the 
country are asked to self isolate 
for 10 days, but the report does 
not clarify if Southern Califor- 
nia is currently considered high 
risk; Orange County remains 
under a recommended stay-at- 
home order and is under the 
state’s strictest coronavirus re- 
strictions as case rates have con- 
tinued to skyrocket over the last 
month. 

Upon arrival, athletes and 
staff had to fill out a COVID-19 
consent form, and any time they 
are on campus, they must fill 
out a health questionnaire ahead 
of any athletics activity, along 
with temperature checks. 

With social distancing mark- 
ers placed around all training 
sites and frequent sanitizing, 
Potter has assumed the role of 
enforcing the protocols, includ- 
ing mask mandates and test 
screenings upon arrival. 

At least 25% of the depart- 
ment, including athletes, coach- 
es and support staff, are test- 
ed every week, ensuring that 
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athletes receive a COVID-19 
test at least once every two 
months, with a standard that a 
minimum of one third of stu- 
dents receive the test within one 
month. With basketball season 
underway, the men’s and wom- 
en’s team are now tested three 
times a week. 

Even with frequent testing, 
there still have been issues in 
waiting for results, which hap- 
pened in the women’s bas- 
ketball teams season open- 
er against UCLA. The game 
was postponed two days due to 
CSUF not receiving their results 
by game time, which prompted 
CSUF to change lab partners, 
so that they now get results in 
less than 24 hours. 

When an athlete or member 
of staff tests positive or exhibits 
symptoms, they are immediate- 
ly quarantined on campus be- 
fore being sent home, and from 
there contract tracing begins. 
It’s a situation that the men’s 
basketball team dealt with when 
a player tested positive on Nov. 
20. 

“The men’s basketball team 
was actually practicing at the 
moment when I found out, so 
it was very simple. I walked in 
the gym, and sent everybody 
home,” Potter said. ‘““The nurs- 
ing staff from the Health Center 
followed up with contact trac- 
ing, and then they sent out let- 
ters to each individual stating 
how long they’re quarantining, 
how long they’re isolating, when 
they’re allowed to come back on 
the campus.” 

The positive test resulted in 
the cancelation of the team’s first 
three games, and since then, the 
team had two other games can- 
celed due to COVID-19 issues. 
CSUF is not the first school that 
has had to alter its season due 
to COVID-19, as many college 
football and basketball games 
have been postponed or can- 
celed due to the virus. 

Questions have been raised 
by head coaches — through 


college sports regarding wheth- 
er it is a good idea to play games 
or not, including men’s bas- 
ketball head coach Dedrique 
Taylor, who told the New York 
Times in a Nov. 25 article that 
he did not understand why his 
team was still going to play. Di- 
Tolla said that he does worry 
about the safety of players and 
coaches, as they can’t stay in a 
bubble like the NBA did to fin- 
ish its past season. 

“We're dealing with 18 to 
21-year-old people, so we can’t 
control what they do when they 
step outside of our gym; we can 
tell them what we expect of 
them,” DiTolla said. “It’s obvi- 
ously a concern. We think that 
our student athletes are com- 
mitted to being safe, but that 
doesn’t guarantee that they will 
be.” 

The concern does not end 
with CSUF either, as any oppo- 
nent that plays at Fullerton must 
meet its COVID-19 standards if 
they wish to play, and it works 
the same if the Titans were to 
play at any opponent. 

Despite all the challenges 
and setbacks, both DiTolla and 
Potter said that the entire de- 
partment has done a great job 
in phasing in the coaches and 
athletes on campus, especially 
since they are the only Big West 
school that returned all of their 
sports. 

“You don’t have a_ nor- 
mal practice setting. You're 
in masks. You’re mandated to 
wear masks, you have to check 
in daily, we make them fill out 
a screen before they even come 
to campus, they get their tem- 
perature checked, there’s a lot 
of steps. There’s a lot more 
processes that have to happen 
for them to just even be here,” 
Potter said. “They have done a 
great job at adapting and learn- 
ing to navigate.” 

To view the full 45-page 
document, check out the on- 
line version of this article at 
DailyTitan.com. 
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Column: Strengthening our unbreakable bond 


While stuck at home 
together, my husband 
and | learned to nourish 
our relationship. 


RUDI SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


It is rare to meet someone 
that you romantically connect 
with and are able to withstand 
for more than 24 hours. If you 
are lucky enough to build an 
unbreakable bond with your 
partner, some might say you 
found your soulmate. In the 
most cliche way, I find myself 
to be the luckiest of them all. 

Christian and I have been to- 
gether for almost 12 years and 
wed last year right before cases 
of COVID-19 were first report- 
ed. If I knew we would be in a 
global pandemic and be forced 
to spend more time with those 
in our household than ever be- 
fore, I would not have changed 
a single thing. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has caused trauma for many 
families, from job losses to 
the deaths of loved ones. To 
be faced with such difficul- 
ties in any marriage is stren- 
uous on the relationship, but 
to face dilemmas after get- 
ting married can be even more 
challenging. 

My husband and I had a de- 
cade behind us before we de- 
cided to get hitched, so we did 
not consider ourselves new- 
lyweds. When we began to 
witness the world around us 
delve into a frenzy of panic, 
we leaned on each other more 
than ever. 

We have lived together for 
11 years, but this is the first 


year that we had to be around 
each other for long periods of 
time. In previous years, we 
maintained our own friend- 
ships, hobbies and goals while 
being each other’s backbone at 
the same time. 

We reserved time for our- 
selves, whether that be guys’ 
night out or a sip-and-paint 
evening with the ladies. We 
always had a healthy balance 
of investing quality time to- 
gether and being apart, un- 
til stay-at-home orders were 
implemented. 

Christian and I had to devel- 
op a new aspect of our relation- 
ship which, like many others, 


has been difficult to come to 
terms with. We have had to 
learn to respect each other’s 
alone time and uncover new 
methods of keeping ourselves 
entertained without breathing 
down each other’s necks. 

Working on little projects 
around our home has been 
a great outlet for us to inter- 
act without overdoing it. We 
would plan to remodel a room 
in our house and then go off 
into our own corners to look 
into styles, furniture, layouts 
and other aspects of remodel- 
ing. At the end of the day, we 
would sit and discuss the ideas 
we had come up with. 


Another tool we have de- 
pended on is our shared 
smart-aleck sense of humor. 
We have developed this un- 
spoken language where we can 
look at each other and know 
exactly what cheeky remark 
the other is thinking of. 

Do not be misled, Christian 
and I have learned many hard 
life lessons over the years, 
both as partners and as in- 
dividuals. However, we felt 
we reached a point in our re- 
lationship where we shared 
more funny moments than 
arguments, had deeper and 
more honest conversations and 
developed a strong support 


system for each other. 

With these tools under 
our belt, we have been able 
to bring out the best of ev- 
ery stay-at-home order and 
social restriction that has 
been imposed this past year. 
The hardships brought on by 
COVID-19 have made my 
husband and I develop a new 
appreciation for each other. 

No matter what the world 
throws your way, know that 
you and your partner will 
persevere as long as you 
strengthen your communi- 
cation, always find some- 
thing to laugh at and be each 
other’s biggest supporter. 
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Do not let cultural norms determine attire 


Masculinity and femininity 
should not be defined by 
outward appearance. 


CRYSTAL HENRIQUEZ 
Staff Writer 


Singer-songwriter and for- 
mer One Direction member 
Harry Styles has seized wide- 
spread attention from fans and 
critics with his latest avant-gar- 
de covers for Vogue and Vari- 
ety magazines. 

Styles made history this 
month, becoming the first-ever 
solo male to be on the cover of 
Vogue. What makes his cover 
extra special are his androgy- 
nous clothing choices, includ- 
ing gowns, skirts and other col- 
orful attire. 

However, not everyone fan- 
cies the British pop icon’s 
fashion preferences, especial- 
ly conservative commentator 
Candace Owens. Owens took 
to Twitter to air her grievances, 
calling Styles’ fashion choic- 
es an outright attack on soci- 
ety and masculinization, and 
begged the world to “bring 
back manly men.” 

Styles firmly stood by his 
gender-fluid clothing, even us- 
ing Owens’ quote to “bring 
back manly men” in his latest 
Instagram post promoting his 
new Variety cover, in which he 
wears frilly blouses with baby 
blue wide-leg pants. 

The criticism is very much 
alive for a debate that has been 
circulating since the 1960s. 

“Why do men need to 
wear dresses?” said Piers 
Morgan, a British television 
personality, in response to 
Styles’s Vogue cover. 


No one needs to wear dress- 
es. Clothing is a choice. A 
choice that is up to the individ- 
ual, allowing them to express 
themselves in the easiest way 
possible. 

“When you take away 
‘There’s clothes for men and 
there’s clothes for women,’ once 
you remove any barriers, obvi- 
ously you open up the arena in 
which you can play,” Styles said 
in his Vogue interview. 

Western cultures need to ac- 
cept the fact that wearing a 
skirt or dress doesn’t reflect 
the wearer’s level of mascu- 
linity. There’s absolutely no 
correlation. 

Critics of gender-fluid cloth- 
ing seem to not have paid much 


attention in history class. Over 
time, men’s clothing has typi- 
cally included some variant of 
a dress. 

Roman men wore togas, 
which were status symbols at 
the time. Kimonos in Japan of- 
ten included a skirt as the lower 
garment, which were extreme- 
ly valuable in society as well as 
meaningful heirlooms to fam- 
ilies. Irish men wore kilts — 
pleated cloaks over a tunic-like 
dress — which, similar to to- 
gas, also served as symbols of 
status. Skirts were a key piece 
of almost every ancient out- 
fit for men because they were 
easy to create and comfortable 
to wear. 

Pants 


didn’t become 
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popular among men until the 
19th century when they began 
to incorporate longer and tight- 
er trousers into their everyday 
clothing. 

This is where most people 
believe the gender divide be- 
came evident in fashion, as 
men stuck with pants and wom- 
en continued to wear most- 
ly skirts. It’s unfortunate that 
certain articles of clothing had 
quickly become attached to 
specific genders. 

Women in the 19th centu- 
ry couldn’t evade disapprov- 
al, as they faced arrests and 
shame for simply wanting 
to wear pants. Eventually, as 
more women took the coura- 
geous leap to normalize pants 


in casual settings, the more ac- 
ceptable it became. 

This begs the question as to 
why women are able to freely 
wear pants and other “mascu- 
line” pieces of clothing without 
humiliation, yet men aren’t able 
to do the same with dresses and 
skirts. 

When men in the spotlight 
like Harry Styles or musician 
Jaden Smith attempt to tear 
those walls down, they are 
faced with criticism for em- 
bracing pieces of clothing that 
are, in fact, unisex in origin. 

Many people like to de- 
fend these views by stating 
that “feminine” clothes such as 
skirts or dresses make men ap- 
pear feeble. 

Tell that to the men in 
non-western countries around 
the world who continue to wear 
dresses or wraparound = gar- 
ments, whether it be for reli- 
gious purposes or formal oc- 
casions. Calling men weak for 
wearing these garments is in- 
sulting and even disrespectful 
to their cultures’ history. 

Binding genders so closely 
to clothing ultimately limits the 
ways in which people can live 
comfortably as well as candid- 
ly expressing themselves. It in- 
stills a fear of judgment that no 
one should feel remorseful, es- 
pecially when it boils down to a 
harmless piece of clothing. 

Hopefully, more people 
like Styles feel free from gen- 
der constraints and are will- 
ing to go against the grain 
to normalize gender-neutral 
clothing in Western culture. 
Perhaps, men will one day 
be able to wear dresses and 
skirts without having their 
masculinity questioned. 
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Healing a community one project at a time 


The platform builds 
support for minorities’ 
mental health. 


MICHAEL QUINTERO 
Staff Writer 


What started off as a book 
club to escape quarantine 
with friends has transformed 
into the Black and Brown 
Healing Project, a platform 
supporting the BIPOC com- 
munity with work centered 
around healing. 

The project’s leaders in- 
clude executive director Is- 
sac Alferos and creative di- 
rectors Lidia Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Vergara, Dixie Sa- 
maniego and Kayla Wood- 
son. Alferos, Rodriguez, 
Vergara and Samanigo all at- 
tend Cal State Fullerton, and 
Woodson attends Cal State 
Long Beach. 

Alferos said that the proj- 
ect started over the sum- 
mer, and was structured in a 


similar way to a book club, 
to look at identity from a 
new perspective. They look 
at art, music and literature 
created by people of color 
and ask how much identity 
the BIPOC community has 
control of or relinquishes. 

During the summer, the 
deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, 
Breonna Taylor and George 
Floyd sparked a_ responsi- 
bility within the Black and 
Brown Healing project, as 
it felt a need to serve the 
community. 

“We felt there was a gap 
in terms of how we can best 
support our community in 
a way that is still sustain- 
able and centered around our 
mental health and our gen- 
eral healing,’ Alferos said. 
“How can we build some- 
thing that is more sustain- 
able and supportive of our 
community?” 

Since the project has start- 
ed, the group has created 
multiple series, such as the 


“Black Leaders Matter” pod- 
cast, the Identity Library and 
the Healing Blog. 

“I can’t speak for every- 
one, but I know I needed 
an alternative way of heal- 
ing and I always appreciate 
the informative videos they 
post on Instagram,” said Ma- 
ria Linares, ASI board of di- 
rectors chair and public ad- 
ministration masters student 
via email. “I appreciate the 
space the Black and Brown 
Healing Project has provided 
for people like me.” 

The Healing Blog, locat- 
ed on the project’s website, 
is open to the community to 
write and share experiences 
as a form of healing. As the 
blog has mostly been filled 
with members of the proj- 
ect, Rodiguez said they want 
to create more engagement 
on this specific series as the 
project grows. 

“That Healing Blog was 
designed for people of col- 
or by people of color,” 
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Rodriguez said. 

The project focuses on 
unique and free methods of 
healing. Before the project, 
Samaniego said she already 
knew she had a love for mu- 
sic, but never thought about 
it as a way of healing. 

“Before the project, I nev- 
er really saw people of color 
considering creative outlets 
as (a) form of healing,” Sa- 
maniego said. “It’s kind of 
crazy because music has al- 
ways been a good part of my 
life, that’s actually how I met 
Isaac.” 

Samaniego met Rodriquez 
and Woodson at Buena Park 
High School, where Sa- 
maniego also met Alferos in 
a band class. 

These long-time relation- 
ships have only increased 
their passion for the project’s 
work, including a_ recent 
grassroots campaign, the Co- 
alition for Civic Education. 

The campaign was run 
by Alferos and Samaniego, 
along with interns and vol- 
unteers, and focused on ad- 
dressing how their commu- 
nities are often overlooked or 
ignored in electoral work. 

Alferos has been involved 
with student advocacy work 
since his time at Buena Park 
High School, with most of 
his work focused on com- 
munity development and 
mentorship, such as helping 
low-income students get ac- 
cess to college. 

In addition to making an 
impact on his community, 
Alferos has also left impres- 
sions at CSUF during his 
time at ASI. 

“T still remember the very 
first time I met Isaac for his 
interview for Lobby Corps 
Coordinator. I went to wel- 
come him in the hallway 


and he was casually read- 
ing James Baldwin while 
waiting — very few people 
I know just casually read 
James Baldwin,” said Asha 
Nettles, the ASI coordina- 
tor of leader and program 
development, via email. 
“He embodies his work as 
an activist and as a human 
that genuinely cares about 
the human standing next to 
him.” 

The start of the Black and 
Brown Healing Project is a 
perfect example of life skills 
that are not offered in a con- 
ventional classroom setting. 
Even for founding members 
like Rodriguez, who said 
though there are different 
clubs and communities at 
CSUF, there is nothing that 
hits home like the project 
does. Vergara said the proj- 
ect pointed her in the right 
direction in her studies, as 
she knew she wanted to help 
people, but didn’t have the 
right direction until build- 
ing the project. 

The future of the proj- 
ect is bright and Alferos 
said more campaigns are 
planned for the 2021 spring 
semester. They are con- 
tinuing to center healing in 
an organic way rather than 
the more commercialized 
visions he has seen in the 
past. 

“Right now, it’s incredibly 
critical that we center our 
healing as a community. We 
want to make sure that we 
are continually highlighting 
the work that we can do to 
support ourselves,” Alferos 
said. “It’s going to look a 
little different, it’s going to 
sound a little different, it’s 
going to be a little bit more 
organic, but it’s going to be 
really honest too.” 


[ Album | Megan Thee Stallion spreads good news 


The rapper celebrates 
female empowerment 
in her newest album. 


REBECCA MENA 
Editor 


This year has had many 
low points with multi- 
ple headlines riddled with 
COVID-19 statistics and 
perfect examples of medio- 
cre leadership. It is no won- 
der people are bound to fall 
under a melancholic spell. 

But thanks to 25-year-old 
rapper Megan Thee Stal- 
lion, her Nov. 20 album re- 
lease might just break the 
curse of 2020. 

With singles such as the 
“Savage Remix,” “Girls in 
the Hood” and “Don’t Stop” 
releasing before their re- 
spective album announce- 
ment, hotties and rap lov- 
ers alike had a taste of what 
was in store for her latest 
album “Good News.” 

Considering the popu- 
larity surrounding the four 
EPs she released in the last 
three years, the album’s 
guest appearances should 
come with no_ surprise. 
The 17-track album show- 
cased some of the most no- 
table Black artists the mu- 
sic industry has to offer: 2 
Chainz, Beyoncé, Big Sean, 
City Girls, DaBaby, Lil 
Durk, Mustard, Popcaan, 
SZA and Young Thug. 
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Cutthroat vibes are mas- 
terfully introduced in the 
album’s first song, “Shots 
Fired.” Listeners are in- 
stantly invited into what re- 
ally went down between her 
and Canadian rapper Tory 
Lanez on July 12. Accord- 
ing to Megan Thee Stal- 
lion’s Instagram Live video, 
Lanez fired shots at her af- 
ter trying to avoid an argu- 
ment. Megan Thee Stallion 
had exited the SUV that 
both rappers were in at the 
time, leaving her left foot 
injured with two gunshots. 

Megan Thee Stallion 
shows she’s more than just 
an entertainer with empow- 
ering bars by how hard the 
audience can take her lyr- 
ics to heart. The track sam- 
ples The Notorious B.I.G.’s 
“Who Shot Ya?” which 
holds similarities that put 
their adversaries to shame. 

The album’s _ second 
track, “Circles,” carries on 
the confident, sexual prow- 
ess Megan Thee Stallion in- 
troduced in her debut, but 
also begs the questions such 
as: “Look, why you wan- 
na do the bad b---- wrong?/ 
‘Bout to make this every 
bad b---- song?” 

These questions, howev- 
er, are not new to the con- 
versation that she is trying 
to develop throughout the 
album. There are numerous 
songs out there that have 
pointed out the same ideas. 


Yet instead of begging for 
the answers, Hot Girl Meg 
wastes no time waiting for 
the other shoe to drop. 

Her expectations on how 
to be treated are laid out 
for us in “Sugar Baby,” the 
fifth track that samples 
American rapper Webbie’s 
“Bad B----,”’ which ironi- 
cally imposes outdated gen- 
der roles upon women. 

The song calls atten- 
tion to how much women 
deserve to be pampered, 
creating the feeling of fe- 
male empowerment when 


looking at her lyrics as a 
response to Webbie’s overt- 
ly sexist lyrics, which are 
commonplace in most male 
rappers’ songs. 

Stallion’s first verse, “Oh, 
you wanna see my nails 
when they’re done? S---, 
pay for ‘em/ You can’t have 
opinions on no s--- that you 
ain’t payin’ for/ All them 
high school mindgames 
only work on needy b------ / 
Call yourself not talkin’ to 
me, I’m already callin’ my 
other n----, ayy,” serves as a 
great response to Webbie’s 
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second verse in the 2005 
song, “Bad B----,” “Now 
see I can impress a bad b-- 
-- the girl gon smile/ Caress 
the bad b---- now the girl 
gon’ wild/ Ill feed it and 
treat it like that’s my child/ 
Then freakin it up and beat 
it up that’s my style.” 

In its entirety, “Good 
News” transcends the bad 
news of today; it hypes us 
up for what comes next. De- 
spite these twisted times, 
Megan Thee Stallion’s de- 
but album did what it was 
made to do. 
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LEISURE 


UP TO DATE 


12/13: Carol Candlelight featuring Deck the 
Hall at Cal State Fullerton! 


12/17: Cooking with a Titan Live! 


12/22; Fall Choir Concert 


WEEKLY PLAYLIST 


Holiday Hits 


Spend your time 

free from the 

pressures and 

responsibilites of 

s school with this 
tm festive playlist. 
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© Holiday 
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Follow @thedailytitan 
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contribute to 

Scan upcoming playlists. 


Where’s Tuffy is now online! Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to take part in the elephantastic 
scavenger hunt! 
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Ruth De Los Santos 


Ruth is a dear friend and wonderful human 
being with a heart of gold. She is so 
passionate about living life to the fullest 
through her cultural connections and eating 
good food. Ruth deserves to be Titan of 

the Week because of her hard work all 
semester and putting in 110% in all aspects 
of the projects, papers, and homework she 
completes. If you see this woman, let her 
know she’s the best. 


Leisure 7 


H O RO S C O P E WRITTEN by Stepheny Gehrig 


This week might feel out of 
hand for you, Aries. As things 
begin to pile up and your 
schedule gets busier, it might 
be a good idea to take a step 
back and take on a different 
perspective on the things 
you're doing. 


RI 
ES 

(Mar. 21- 

Apr. 19) 


AU You'll be bursting at the seams 

with creative ideas. This week, 
RUS you'll find yourself drawn into 
a more artistic atmosphere. 
Give yourself a break from 
dull tasks and indulge in your 
creativity. 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


This week might be more 


EM difficult for you, Gemini. 
| N | You might receive some 
(May 21- 


overwhelming news that may 
Jun. 20) 


disrupt the plans you have set. 
Remember to try to see the 
bigger picture and understand 
the situation from all angles. 


AN You might be faced with a 

string of emotional turmoil this 
CER week. As drama and tensions 
rise, this provides you with 
the chance to learn how to 
identify your emotions and 
learn to communicate those 
feelings with others. 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


Leo, this week will be filled with 
love and compassion for you. 
Not only will those around 
you be extra loving, but you 
will be inspired to be more 
loving and compassionate to 
everyone in your life. 


| £0 


(Jul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


IR You'll feel very dreamy this 
week, Virgo. As you go into 
GO the week, you may feel as 
though you’re consumed by 
daydreams — keep this sense 
of wonder and imagination, 
it'll aid you this week in being 
creative. 


(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


IB Romance is in the air for you, 

A Libra. You'll be feeling extra 

R romantic. Indulge in this extra 

(Sep 23- spice in your life by watching 
Oct. 22) 

rom-com, reading romantic 

novels or listening to love 

songs. 


COR Try to stay calm throughout 
the week. You'll be faced 
PIO with many instances in which 
(Oct. 23- arguments can break out. 

Nov. 21] Although it’ inst 
gh it’s against your 
argumentative nature, this 
week is abundant in the 

lessons. 


For you, Sagittarius, this 


AGITT week will be filled with 


new friendships. You'll be 

Laer more open and sociable 

with others. It might be at 

a trip to the grocery store or 

on a walk, but you'll make an 
impact on someone. 


You'll be a social butterfly 


aR NY this week. You'll be filled 


29 with good energy that 
neers you'll want to share with 
everyone. 


QUA Although this week may 


be chaotic, you'll be able 
RI US to handle it. Find ways to 


keep yourself grounded 

and focused on the things 

you need to get done. 
Focus will key to get through 
the week. 


(lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


IS Activities will be abundant 
this week. You might feel as 

C ES if you’re overbooked, but this 
(Feb. 19- increase in things to do may 
Mar. 2 serve as a good change of 
pace for you. Remember to 
take things slow and enjoy the 
moment, but stay on schedule. 


Finals Week Cold Brew Stash 


Let’s talk cold brew. It’s finals week and you need 
all the fuel you can get for the least amount of 
money. I've got you. 


1. Roll up to the Drive-Thru and order a cold brew no water no ice, basically cold 


brew concentrate. 


2. Pick that up and (still) tip your barista. 


3. Bring it home and dilute the cold brew in a separate cup with one part brew, 
three parts water (1:3). You can tweak it to whatever your taste buds desire, too. 
4. AW YEAH. Now you're overly caffinated and still have more concentrate brew 


for later. 


But Also: You can do a sly Mobile Order thru the app if you don't feel like talking. 
Just make sure you have your customizations right. 


Want to nominate for Titan 
of the Week or submit art 
“4 ora poem? 


Scan the QR code or 
[=] Visit https://forms.gle/ 
Co1f93M7TFdGJeMn6 


OAC. 


Want to share your Fast Food 
or Restaurant hacks? 


Scan the QR code or Visit: 
https://forms.gle/6tK4q34EU9gmre5p8 


VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN 
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